A 4-WEEK PROFESSIONAL COURSE FOR TEACHING ASSISTANTS

Bilingual & Multilingual Learners
from the Inside-Out
This certified online course provides
Teaching Assistants with the knowledge,
skills and practical strategies to support
the fastest-growing student group in the
world today: bilingual and multilingual
learners (BMLs). This 4-week course
encourages TAs to apply new strategies
to students of all ages and stages.

JOIN OUR ONLINE
COURSE FROM
AROUND THE GLOBE

LEARN WITH A MIX OF
SELF-STUDY AND
ONLINE INTERACTION

APPLY YOUR LEARNING
WITH STUDENTS IN
YOUR CLASS/SCHOOL

TEACHING ASSISTANTS
SUPPORT TEACHERS IN

PROVIDING
HIGH-QUALITY

EDUCATIONAL
EXPERIENCES TO BILINGUAL AND
MULTILINGUAL LEARNERS (BMLS)
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LEARN
NEW TEACHING
STRATEGIES

About the Course
This certified course has been specifically designed to help
paraprofessionals like teaching assistants or child and youth
workers who support bilingual and multilingual learners (BMLs)
within the school and classroom setting.
We understand the important role you play—both as a support
to teachers and to students. You often work with learners oneto-one or even in small groups. With more and more diverse
students coming into English schools today, this means that a
larger percentage of learners you work with now will be BMLs.
As a result, you need to develop a new skill set and a greater
understanding of the issues that these learners face within the
classroom. This 4-week course was designed just for you. Our
course curriculum includes a mix of theory and research but also
includes valuable practical activities, skills and strategies that
you’ll try out with your BMLs. We have designed this course to
be flexible and fit a variety of different types of schools and
settings. Our aim is to make the learning as relevant and
meaningful as possible.
With 4 weekly modules, participants can expect to engage in
readings, instructional videos, in-school teaching strategies and
online discussions. All course content is high-impact and helps
TAs better understand the needs of BMLs across different ages
and stages.

Course Components

Our Organisation
The Centre for Educators of Bilingual and
Multilingual Learners (BMLs) is a UK-based
social enterprise and teacher-training institute.
With a mission to spread best practises for BMLs to
educators around the world, we aim to help all
teachers gain access to the knowledge, skills and
expertise needed to help BMLs THRIVE in their
English-speaking schools.
This 4-week TA Course runs periodically through the
year and is open to all Teaching Assistants or child
care workers within any school system and across
any age or grade-level. Please check our Course
Calendar for scheduled start-dates.
This course requires participants to have good
proficiency in academic English, or have the support
of someone to assist with translation of the course
content.
Who is this Course For?
It is for teaching assistants or child care workers
currently working (or volunteering) in a school
setting with BMLs of any age/stage.
Fees
Our registration fees are £ 250* (approx. $320
USD*).
All course materials are included in the fees.
Total Hours
This course runs for 4-weeks with a total of 12 hours
of study.

In-school Strategies & Activities
Instructional Videos

Course Goals

Additional Course Offerings
We also run courses for Teachers, Principals/
Heads and Nursery/Preschool teachers. See our
website for more details.

Online Discussions
Readings

* 20% Value Added Tax (VAT) is additional

* Participants can expect an average of 3 hours of
coursework per week

Visit our website and
sign-up to receive
updates about our
courses, resources and
webinars.
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Modules and Components of the 4-Week Course
MODULE 1: Language as a Vehicle for Culture & Bilingual and Multilingual Learners: An
Exploding Population
In this module, participants learn different ways to think about culture and language. They begin to
understand BMLs' unique perspectives and challenges; along with the common experience of
anxiety.

MODULE 2: Understanding Bilingualism, Multilingualism and Labelling
Knowing the basics of bilingualism and multilingualism is essential for everyone working closely with
BMLs. Participants will also understand important aspects of 'linguistic human rights' and how the
definitions we give to learners can shape our teaching and work.

MODULE 3: The Mysteries of Language Acquisition
Participants will learn about the processes of second and third language acquisition and will identify
why bilingual and multilingual students are often misunderstood by educators and other
professionals. Participants will learn why a student’s mother-tongue is a valuable asset in the
English-medium classroom.

MODULE 4: Vocabulary Development in Bilingual and Multilingual Learners
In this module, participants will learn about the single-most important factor in supporting BMLs’
language, literacy and learning: vocabulary. They will learn how vocabulary can support student
learning and they will understand key strategies to help teach, reinforce and apply vocabulary.
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