
SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE
BECOME A RECOGNISED

FOR BILINGUAL & MULTILINGUAL LEARNERS  

Is Your School Ready to Stand Out as an AUTHORITY 

with Bilingual & Multilingual Learners?

Schools of Excellence for Bilingual & Multilingual Learners are leaders with the fastest-growing student group in 

the world today. They value the strengths and unique worldviews that bilingual and multilingual learners 

bring to their classrooms, schools and global communities.

Schools of Excellence Maximise BMLs' Linguistic 

and Cultural Resources to Support their Learning, 

English Language Development and their 

Conceptual Understanding.

LEARNERS

GAME-
CHANGERS

THINKING BEYOND THE 

STATUS QUO

SEEKING SUCCESS

INSTEAD OF GATE- 

KEEPERS 

CREATING IMPACT

Visit our website to learn more about our Centre!

LEADERS

DESIGNERS

THEY ARE ...

www.educatorsofbmls.com



We want to live in a 
world where teachers 

     have all the KNOWLEDGE,      

    SKILLS and EXPERTISE they    

       need to reach and teach 

their bilingual & multilingual 

learners effectively

65

85%

71%

88%

Average Number of 

Nationalities in an 

International School

Percentage of BMLs 

in many Toronto Schools

Teachers in the USA 

with no BML Training

Primary Teachers in Australia 

reporting a need for BML Training 

www.educatorsofbmls.com

Understanding your students and their needs 

goes a long way in contributing to their success



'Schools of Excellence' stand out as 

leaders in education. They are places 

which demonstrate a commitment to their 

BMLs and to raising the standards and 

expertise of their staff. Educators are 

reflective and responsive to the needs of 

their BMLs. They continually strive to define 

what an 'outstanding education' means for 

their bilingual and multilingual learners, 

within the special context of their own 

schools and communities.

Most importantly, 'Schools of Excellence for 

Bilingual and Multilingual Learners' recognise 

and understand that a student shouldn’t need to 

lose his/her own language, culture or identity at 

the expense of being educated in English.

'Schools of Excellence' 

understand, embrace and 

welcome cultures, languages 

and a multitude of identities 

STAND OUT FROM THE REST
With your Outstanding Expertise, Programs & Values

www.educatorsofbmls.com



BE A CENTER OF EXCELLENCE
Providing Innovative Teaching and Learning to BMLs

HOW TO BECOME A SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE  FOR BMLs

Enrol your staff in our 8-week, online Educator’s Course (whole-school) 

Maintain a team of trained staff from year-to-year 

Implement policies and procedures from our Standards for Excellence within your school 

Show us the impact you’re making with your BMLs through action-research 

Organise a 2-day visit with our team who then determines whether you are a 'School of 

Excellence for Bilingual and Multilingual Learners'

Pay all applicable fees 

Reapply every 4 years and maintain up-to-date records with us each year 

Frequently-Asked Questions (FAQs)

How much does it cost? 

To register as an 'applicant school' for the Award, you 

will need to complete our online Registration Form 

and fee of £350.00. Once you are ready for our Team 

Visit to your school, you will need to pay £1,400.00 

(plus travel/accommodation fees for our staff) in 

advance of the visit.  

How much does the staff training cost?

How does it work?

The cost for whole-staff training in our 8-week, online Educator’s Course: 'Bilingual and 

Multilingual Learners from the Inside-Out' is £3,565.00 whether you have 7 staff or 120. If you 

have fewer than 7 staff, our individual course prices apply (£535.00 per person).  

Schools will either apply after they’ve already done the whole-school training OR they can 

apply for the training and the Award at the same time. From the time of registration, schools 

have a period of two years to arrange their visit with us. 

The purpose of this Award is for schools to reach a level of mastery in terms of understanding 

the needs of their BMLs and responding to those needs with high-quality  programs that lead to 

impact. Teachers and Principals/Heads apply what they’ve learned in the Course and start 

taking action, incorporating best practices, aligning their policies and developing solutions for

www.educatorsofbmls.com



DEMONSTRATE YOUR EXPERTISE
Create IMPACT with your BMLs

What is 'action research'? Why is it important 

for this Award? 

Is it difficult to get the Award? What if we fail?

their BMLs within the context of their own schools. For example, one of the key elements that 

participants learn in our Course is that vocabulary plays a major role in BMLs' language and 

literacy development. As a result,  we would expect to see a 'School of Excellence' give this 

particular attention within all of their academic programs.  

We have developed specific 'Standards of Excellence' which schools can use to help guide 

their work. We also provide additional tools, checklists and resources to help schools focus on 

specific practices. Please Note: Schools which register for the Award and the 8-week Course at 

the same time can gain the additional benefit of developing their final, Culminating Projects at 

the end of the Course for their action research if they choose. In this way, they can get a head 

start in working towards their Award.   

www.educatorsofbmls.com

Action research is a particular kind of practical 

research, usually carried out in educational contexts. 

It is used to better understand a problem or question 

within classrooms or schools so that educators can 

work towards improvements in student learning. Action 

research is centred around specific practices, policies 

or teaching approaches in order to help educators

focus on the impact of their work. Action research is much less-formal than scholarly research 

although it does still apply the scientific principles of investigation. It centres on understanding the 

stories that your data/information tells you and then implementing a specific improvement(s) (e.g. 

through a strategy, approach, intervention or policy, etc.). Applicant schools will focus their action 

research around 'high impact' goal(s) and then monitor/evaluate the success of those goals. 

Before their visit, they will prepare a presentation to showcase the impact their school has made in 

a particular area(s) with their BMLs. 

We are looking for an authentic representation of your understanding of the research and best 

practises for BMLs. You should be able to demonstrate that you have translated the standards 

into all aspects of your school policies and programs. There is considerable commitment  

involved so this takes careful time and preparation to be ready. During our visit, we should be 

able to see evidence that you understand your own BMLs and their specific needs. If you follow  



BE A SCHOOL FOR GLOBAL LEARNERS
Maximize the Strengths your BMLs have to Contribute

Can we display the 'School of Excellence' Award logo on our website if we are granted the 

Award? 

the guidelines in our Handbook along with the information you've gleaned from the Course, 

then you are likely to make impact and succeed. One of the biggest challenges in this process 

is actually taking time to clearly understand your own school and your BML population. It's not 

always about making huge changes to your programs-you can even make small-to-medium 

changes that will have a huge impact on your students' learning and success. We prefer that 

you see this process as a gradual move to higher levels of school development and service. 

If for some reason, you are not granted the Award, then you can certainly try again. We will 

provide you with feedback and suggestions to improve on your work for the next time. Keep in 

mind, however, you must pay the previously-mentioned fees once again. 

www.educatorsofbmls.com

Yes. You are free to use the Award logo on your website and marketing materials to highlight 

your expertise and commitment to outstanding education for BMLs. In fact, when parents know 

that you are dedicated to excellence and are leaders with BMLs,  this will build greater trust; 

helping your school stand out from the rest. We see the Award as a win-win, or maybe even a 

win-win-win since it benefits the parents, school and of course, the students.

What about our Teaching Assistants? Do they need to do the training as well? 

Are there any schools which should not pursue the Award?

Not necessarily. Although we do offer a 4-week Course for teaching assistants, it is not a 

requirement for the Award.  

Yes. Schools which have a high-number of unqualified teaching staff and those with leadership 

challenges would be at a disadvantage from the start. One of the most critical keys to success 

in this process is the school leadership. Principals and administrators should be able to 

empower and encourage their staff to be invested in this process. 

We encourage new schools and those from a variety of school systems and curricula to apply. 



BE A SCHOOL FOR GLOBAL LEARNERS
Promote Bilingualism/Multilingualism in Nurseries and 
Preschools-Where Language Foundations Begin

What if we're a Nursery or Pre-School Centre? Can we still Apply for this Award? 

www.educatorsofbmls.com

Definitely. In fact, we have a particular interest in encouraging you to become a School of 

Excellence with your bilingual and multilingual learners because research shows that early 

childhood is actually the ideal time to accelerate their English development.  This is critical 

since BMLs often face challenges with literacy and vocabulary gaps that can start to negatively 

impact their learning around grades 4 and 5 (or years 5 and 6). These gaps can then grow 

wider, ultimately affecting BMLs' school and life success.  

Empowering nurseries and pre-schools to understand the important role they play in impacting 

their students' learning trajectories is not the only advantage to this Award. They can also feel 

confident in the fact that their staff understand the research and are weaving it into their 

teaching, interactions and parent communications on a daily basis. 

Since nursery and pre-school staff can often be the first point of contact for bilingual and 

multilingual families, it's critical they understand how to answer parent questions and accurately 

advise them about supporting their child's bilingualism/multilingualism. By the time many 

children get to kindergarten, their parents have already been (incorrectly) advised that speaking 

English only is best if the child is going to attend an English school. This advice is not only 

incorrect, but it can also leave many negative familial, social and cultural effects.  

Nurseries and pre-school staff are encouraged to take our 4-week course, Bilingual and 

Multilingual Learners from the Inside-Out.  This certified, 4-hour, online course is the 

prerequisite for the School of Excellence award. It is designed to elevate the knowledge-base, 

skill and expertise of all nursery and preschool staff. 

Nurseries and pre-schools will follow the same procedures as schools in order to become a 

School of Excellence for Bilingual and Multilingual Learners. They too, are required to maintain 

a minimum of 80% in regards to the number of trained staff in our course. Staff can enroll in the 

course as "individuals" or as a "whole school". See the prices below: 

                                         

                                          * £3,565.00 for whole-school training                                                    

                                            (for a minimum number of 15 staff and up) 

                                                               

                                                                     



SHOWCASE YOUR SCHOOL
Demonstrate your Commitment to BMLs

www.educatorsofbmls.com

Become a School of Excellence. Get Started Today!

1.  Visit our Website and Register for our Course

2.  Enhance  your Educational Programs

3.  Design an Action-Research Project

4.   Plan your Presentation

5.   Schedule a Visit with our Team

7.  If Successful, Receive your Award

Contact us to Learn More 

6.  Present your Action Research



WHO ARE WE?
What are the Goals of our Centre for Educators of BMLs?

www.educatorsofbmls.com

We are a social enterprise that aspires to spread best practises for BMLs to teachers in 

English speaking schools around the world. 

better understand BMLs and how to maximise their strengths within the educational environment 

learn relevant research and strategies that make a huge impact in the achievement of BMLs 

understand the key approaches and techniques that enable BMLs to thrive (academically, socially, 

emotionally, culturally) 

create culturally-rich and culturally-responsive learning environments that maximise student success 

It is our aim to help schools and teachers:


